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Abstract :

The caste was the prime basis of social
organization n pre-colonial India. The caste system
is the basic nature of Hmnduism and prevailing
throughout the ages m Indian history. It is beneficial
to upper castes by conferring privileges upon them
and at the same time 1t is very oppressive to lower
castes and especially to untouchables as it took
away all kinds of human nghts from them
Dr Ambedkar analyzed the caste system thoroughby,
for him_ caste was not just a social hierarchy but
was Inked to issues of domination and subordmation
He defined caste as an endogameous social group;
the emergence of caste was the result of the
supenmposition of endogamy over exoganmy. He
has proved that caste is an miportant barier to the
SCONONUC progress as it does not allow the man to
do the work ofhis own mterest. He has shown that
the caste operates as economic system of surphas
appropriation based on the prineiple of graded
mequabty and explottation. He states that caste
system is 2 not merely division of labor but it 1s also
division of Labourers.
characterized by the very existence of Caste system,
which is its umique feature and found not anywhere
bt onty m Emdmsm m India. The social organization
was based on the caste system in India and even
today caste systemis not eradicated and so existing
in the society. The caste system is the basic nature
of Hndwism and prevailng thronghout the ages m
Indian history. It is beneficial to upper castes by
conferning privileges upon them and at the same
time it is very oppressive to lower castes and
especially to untouchables as it took away allkmds
of iman rights from them They were made just
for providing services to upper castes without amy
gam. They were never treated on the lines of

humamty. They were deprived of all the natural
humam nights; the mimals could enter m the tenmples
and untouchables were regarded as so mipure that
they could not enter the temples. The evil effects
of the caste system do not merely suppress the
untouchables (Dalits) and lower caste people, but
due to persistence of the caste system India as a
nation cannot progress by any means as a whole.

The question of the caste is not addressed
property by colomial as well as nationabist historians,
becanse colonial historians got the knowledge of
caste system from the Sanskrit books wrntten by
the Brahmins. And there was not any hope from
the Brahmin historians to question the legacy of
their holy books, as it may canse the loss of privileges
offered by these books to them through the caste
system. Mo wonder Ambedkar noted that the
colomal and nationabist emphasis on the Indo-
Europeanroots to Vedic culture only limited the
compass of historical discourse. Instead, he sought
a more robust and thorough critique of periodization.
sources and methodology deploved in studying
Indian history.

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule was the first to look
mio this mportant issue senousty with his perception
of the colonialism and the caste system. He had
understood that the upper caste Hindus had
established therr dominance with eppression and
consent, more than force, they used ideclogical
weapon ofrelimions texts to mstruet the lower castes
and thus achieve their enslaverment. He realized the
fact that the upper castes were the largest
beneficianes ofthe colomialism and so cnticized the
Bnfish Government for lookmg the Indian situation
through the eyes of treacherous Brahmins. He was
conscious of the collusive and conspiratorial
relationship between the infemal colonialismi e
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caste and external colomalism i e the British and
50 he strongly criticized the Brtish for accomplishine
the upper caste desires. He believed that fendalism
and capitalism m India were fused mto caste-class
mode of Brahmimism He showed the exploitative
nature of caste system and its presence m the colomal
rule causing the exploitation and degradation ofthe
nen-Brahmms, women and dalits. He pomted out
that the Brahmameal knowledge of listory is
responsible for safegnarding of caste and patriarchy
and producing shudra-atislhndra as doctle subjects.
According to hom the Brahmanical system enslaved
and subdued lower caste and untouchables by
engraving false identities of caste to them He
articulated the predicted that when true history would
unravel the trickery of Bralmm caste towards the
downtrodden people and therr history of glorious
struggle agamst oppressive, unjust caste system;
and then they would revolt agamst it. They would
demolish Brahmanical hegemomnyand caste system.
He mnovatively emploved Vico's method of assertme
facts through using etymolegy, mythelogy and
analysis of traditions, and thos unfolded social strife
between Aryvan Brahmins and Non-Aryan shudra-
atishndras. He thus showed the evil effects of the
caste system. He espoused the cause ofhistorical
materialism m India- History of India 1s listory of
caste struggle.”

Caste system 1s deeply studied by
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar who having been studied
mAmencaand England well versed with listorical
methods; carmied further the legacy of Mahatma
Phule and Satyashodhak-Non-Brahmin movement.
His strength as historian s reflected m his writings
on social history of India. He employed scientific
method to disclose the history of caste. He
confronted stronghy with the hegemome desion based
on positivist method of colonial and national
historians. By makimg several mmovations he
developed new conceptual and methodological tools
ofwntmg social history of caste. But Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar even today has to face negligence by
the so-called mtelbgentsia; accordms to Dr. Sharmmla

Fege_ lus studious wntimes like "Castes m India”
had to face negligence from seciologists and in a
similar vein; there is a near-complete absence of an
engagement with Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
writmgs on ancient India by historians.

According to Fomila Thapar, for him caste
was not just a social hierarchy but was linked to
issies of dommation and subordmation. He defmed
caste asan endogamous social group; the emergence
of caste was the result of the supermposition of
endogamy over exogamy. He has proved that
caste is an important barmier to the economic
progress as it does not allow the man to do the
work ofhis own mterest. He has shown that the
caste operates as economic system of surplus
appropriation based on the principle of graded
mequality and exploitation. He states that caste
system 15 a not merely drvision of labor but it s also
division of Labourers. Fegardmg the division of
Labourers, he stated that Caste divides Labourers,
it dissociates work from mterests, it disconnects
ntellizence from manual labour, it devitalizes by
demymg to him the right to cultivate vital mterests
and it prevents mobilization and thus proved to be
an obstacle m the economic progress ofthe mdmadual
as well as that of the nation. He identifies caste as
a systemof graded mecuality and explottation which
15 very Important conceptual tool to locate socio-
economi: mechamsm of caste. The relizious
apparatus of Brahmimsm gves graded mequality a
ritualistic structural basis. He explamed that the
principle of conmensality also govems infer-caste
relations and hierarchy. The prnciple of graded
mequality also works in economic feld as Hmdu
social order gives most and best to the upper castes
and grves least and low to the lower castes.

In the process of scientific history witme, Dr.
Babasaheh Ambedkar enphasized on the objectvity
as an essenfial prevequisite. which onby could unfold
the socio-cultural history of India. But at the same
tmme he was fully aware of the fact that in a caste-
based society, objectivity cannot withstand. The
colondal as well as the nationahst historiographies
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are based on the Sansknt texts, obvioushy written
bry the Brahmm scholars. According to him Bralmin
subjectivity was so conditioned that it could not
critically engage with Sanskrit scnptures and
therefore was mcapable of ascertaining historical
truth’. He stated, "Brahmins are severely lmited by
the amxiety to preserve their mterests. The subjective
position of the Brahmm dees not allow his mtellect
fiall play with honesty and integrity. The Brahmin
scholar's search is not for accomplishing historical
trurth but is mtended to mamtam sanctity of Sanskrit
scriphures.” He blamed the Brahmins for the role
they played in provoking religious sanctity to the
varna-jatisystem. The Brahmins played role m the
degradation of shudras and wntouchables. By
knowing the premdiced stand of Brahnon historians
to uphold social order preseribed m thelr seriptures,
he took up the meguiry of the onigin and growth of
Vama-Caste system in evolutionary framework of
history:

On the contrary to colonial and nationalist
histonans, he argued that caste 1s not a static system
According to him the caste has been 2 growmg
mstitution and never been the same at all times; the
shape and form of the caste was different at the
tme of Alberum compare to that of Megasthenes.
He showed that the comversion of Vamsas info several
castes is an evolufion m the opposite directions; the
Brahmms first became endogamous and caste
system emerged as the process of emmlation of
Brahmins. At the same time he emphasized that
India’s remarkable homogeneity derives from the
caste system because Brahmins are present
throughout the subcontinent. He also recognized
that the Brahmins could not have miposed the caste
systemy; mstead, he contended that this type of
social organization came about by virtue of a belief
in the supenonty of the Brahmms and of the
acquiescence by the other castes oftherr mfenionty.

DrBabasaheb Ambedkar pomted to very
important reality that the social conflict was the
primee force of Indian history. He descnbed muamy
soecial contradictions which brought social upheaval

m Indian history. In first case, he argued mhis book,
"Who Were the Shndras’ that the struggle between
Brahmin and Kshatriya led to the degradation of
shudras from Kshatriya vamate fourth vamma.
Secondly, he depicted the background of tribal
rivalry leading towards clash of nterests between
sedentary social groups and broken men, while
lzcating genesis of the untouchability: In the third
case, he showed a confradiction among caste groups
like savamas and avamas; the untouchability is the
coniradiction between untouchables and Hindus.
Accordme to him intouchables are not Hmdus and
Hindu does not accept them due to their mentality
and so Hindu 15 great obstacle m removing
untouchability. He writes, "The system of
untouchability sustams the natural pnde of Hindus
and makes them feel as well as look big. This is
an additional reason wiry the Hmdus are not likely
to give up untouchability particularly those large
majorities who are small men "

DrBabasaheb Ambedkar also explams the
Imkages between caste and patriarchy and
enslavement of women He defined caste as
endogamy, which ensured subjugation and
enslavement of women by prolibitmg women from
marrying cutside the caste. Women were demed
freedom over their will and body. Thus the caste
system mstituted control over women's sexuality,
which was put under control of the men of ther
family and caste. He also deals with the caste-
gender complexities associated with dommance and
slavery. He shows that slavery was practiced only
m descendmg order means low castes can be slaves
ofhigh castes. By citing Marad Smrati which says
that slavery is analogues to condition of wife, he
suggests the hierarchical unity of gender
subordination with caste slavery. The mherent
bondmg between caste and gender is an mportant
feature of caste hierarchy. He argues that m caste
hierarchy legislated by Manusmnuti, the low caste
women were made sexually accessible to the high
castemen He firther observed that Kshatriyas got
provoked against legal imjunctions claiming
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superiority of Brahmins. One of these mpunctions
granted Brahmm privilege over the wife of Kshatriva.
He thus explamed the caste-gender relations
studicusly and pointed towards the suppression of
women under the caste systemn. His exploration and
mterpretation of Indian social istory and culure
have mmensely contnibuted to the evelution of
philosophy and methedology of non-Brahmin
historiography.

Dir. Babasaheb Ambedkar has studied the caste
system thoroughly and showed its evil effects and
thus argued strongly that the caste system is the
biggest hurdle in the progress of the Hindus asa
society as well as a nation m any field. According
to him the caste prevents solidanty of society as
people have been living i separate groups, and
each group hates another; the caste creates anti-
social spint among the Hindus. The higher-caste
Hmdus have deliberately prevented the lower castes
from rismg to the cultural level of the higher castes.
He showed another evil effect ofthe caste system
that the caste in the hands of erthodox has been
a powerful weapon for resisting any knds of reforms
m it. He expressed his farth i his ideal society
based on Liberty. Equality and Fratemity, which
would be helpfil to the society and nation by all
means. 5o he urged the Hndus to annihilate the
worst affecting Caste system. a barmier to the social
reforms and to the progress of human bemg. He
clearly wamed them that amythng built on the
foundations of the caste system will crack and
never be a whele. He also suggested rightly the
ways of eradicating this evil system of caste; the
mmediate measure is stimulating inter-caste
marriages but the real remedy 1s to destroy the
belief n the sanctity of the Shastras, which teach
them the relizion of caste and direct them to mamtam
caste as far as possible and to undergo prayaschitta,
(expiation) when they camnot. The real remedy
gven by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was not found
ground m the minds ofupper caste mtellizentsia and
all his attempt to reform the Hindu society were not
supported by the higher caste Hmdus and so this

was the basic reason why he left the Hmdwsm.

Thus, we can conchide that Dr. Babasaheb

Ambedkar fought a senious battle agamst the evil

practice of the caste system, which is the prime

obstacle m the overall prograss ofthe Indian Nation
and thus played a vital role in the nation buildmg
as arevolutionary social reformer.
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