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Role And Political Participation O Indian Womens In Politics 

Shri. Shiv ajiGorakslhanathDhohane. 

Research Scolt 
MES Socitey's ACS College, Sonai. Tal- NewdsalDist Ahmednagar 

Abilny to exercise assertiveness in colieclive 

decision making 
Abstract: History has stand witness to the 
brilliance of women in politics, time to time. From 
Marie Anmoinette to Queen Elizabeth, women 
across the world have often held the political 

firmiy n their lhands whenever they 

fav ing positive thinking on the ability to 

make change 

Abihty to learn skills for improving one's 

Scepier 
needed. hda has alao seen such intluential female 

personal or grouP power. 

Abihiy to change others percepuons b 

political ligures irom time to time. Their schemes 

and political trats have been appreciaied by many 
and criuCized by many more. . indian poitical 

System gI1es samme powers and roles to the men and 

women TTespectrve of their gender 

democratic means. 

involvingg in the growth process and changes 

that is never ending and self-initiated 

tnereastng one's positive self-image and 

overcoming stigma 
Political Participation: WOrds: Eampowerment Political Key 

Participation According to Michael Rush, Poliical 

panticipat ion is the involvement of the individual t 

varnous leveis of activity in the politicat sy ste m. 

ranging from non-involvement to holding of 

poiitical oftice." Political participation has a ver 

wile ieaning. it is not only related to Right t 

euf smulianeously relates to particralion 

ihlecision making procesS, political actrvtsi. 

poiinical 

Research Methodoiogy- 

for siudying and identilying the role of 

women's indian Polities majorly secondary data 

IS Used fiOm various research report, journal, article 

and expert opinion 

Objectites- Women etc. consciousness, 

To study what is VWomen Empowerment 

To study of lndian Women Participation rauo 

In Indian Polites 

1n ndia participate im voting, run for public ines 

ad political parties at lower levels more.thas u7 

Potitical acth isin and voting are the sirongest reis 

of women's poilical participation. To study roie of lndian Women's in ndian 

Politics 
Women empowerment mean equal stats 1o 

wOniein. opportunity and freedom to develop Empower ment: 

The term Empow ernment refers to measures 

designed to increase the degree of autonomy and 

Self-delermination in people and in communities im 

order to enable them to represent their interests n a 

resporsible and self-determined way, acting on 

their own authority. it is the process of becoming 

Stronger and nore contident, especally In 

Conrolling one's tile and claiming one's nghis 

Empowement as action refers both to the process 

O selt-empowerment and to professional support 

oI people. which enabies them to overcome their 

Sense of powerlessness and lack of intluence, and 

O Tecogize and Use their fesources 

nerseil. 

Position f Wonmen in National Parliament 

LOK SABHA 
Seats Seat of icld hcid lenale Seat fettak Yca 

YrdSeat membe hembhe 

wonie 

195 514| 2 
9 

01 41 

195 55 50 199544 500 

199 
503 (6 70 

199 
0S 93 54 

199 
04 22 43 

Empowerment is ptobably the totality of the 

Tollow ing or similar capabilities: 

Having decision-making power of their own 

Having access to in formation and resources for 

taking proper deciSI0n 

Having a range of options from which you can 

make choices (not JUSi yes no, either or.) 

200 
3 49 

195 
544 05 15 

9 

Sattree Election commission of lndia 
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Tbe percentane of ciected womien LokSabha menabers has never eeded 12 per cent. Table 
shows represeatats of wunmea n LokSablha since 
1952. Aserage nnber of women representationn LokSabha werks out to enl 3631 and average 
perceritage of women representation inlokSabha is 
not more than 6.90 per ceit 

Position of Women in RajyaSabia 

bee 
Parta ia d rosroot democracy hase t 

nuderably by ihe 

J 
endments that have creaied 

sttuions 
for ocal 

t 

yY 
Constitution's i10 AmendrD 

l rs Ieservation for women iron 

ir diticf cn1 in local self governinent 

PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN 
Y oters 

Seats Women 
Voters plled I 

regster 1 car held h female Yea eld by female 

members 
1024 

1198 
10.59 
1034 
0729 

peiled wouen 
women Ner electars 

smen 
over 
total 

wome 1952 15 
1954 16 
J956 20 
1958 22 
190 

19842 
1956 2x 
I955 25 

19 
19 

ceeted vserover 
regttr tete eat total 

Ester 

Elec n 
veles 
polica 
( 

electat 
cdectors ( 

08 36 
97.81 
47.75 

i962 026 

19642 
1966 23 
1968 2 
i 1970 
1972 
1974 
1978 
1989 
1982 24 

Source: Elecion coOPmissiom of ndia 

The 

1995 19 

096 19 
(9.01 472 

43 
058 2492 102 :957 

4 074 1962 
41 434 0 

1i.1 
480 2066 25 

201e 967 
477 423 

11.00 
11.9 

11.9 2012 24 
19 

098 i 20i429 48.9 436 
1975 

479 13 1 

percentage of elected women 198 

inRajyaSabha members has never exceeded 12 per 

cent. Table shows representation of women i 

RajyaSabba since 1952. Average number of 

women representation in RajvaSabha works out to 

only 22.00 and averaye percentage of women 

representation in RajyaSabha is not more than 9.30 

per cent. Women turnot during ndia's 2014 

parizameniar geReraiiccisons as 65.63% 

compared to 6709a UlFnout ior nen. Women in 

india are much better represenied in the panchayat 

raj insttutions as cOinpared to the pariiament. As 

per the Ministry of Panchayat Raj. in 2008 the 

Gram Panchayat had 37.8% women members, the 

ntermediate Panchayats 37 "e woinen members 

.The total representation of women in all three tiers 

of the Panchayat anounted to 36.37 %. This seems 

to be a result of Article 243 D of he Indian 

4.2 
1983 

45.7 54 
1998N 

439 
198 

459 40 2 1 
9928 

47 7 440 
1996 

44 4 
199% 

999 

83 480 44 4 
20H04 

10471 458 

SnirFluction commission of India 

PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN 

Last general election to Legislative Assembly 
constifution, mandating at least 1/3rd of the seats in 

ali tiersof the Panchayat ra Instituie. Politica 
Year of last Women voters 

polled as % of i 

registeredd 
wonen electors 

Seats Registered 
y 

Women 
ofgeneral election of Women 

to Legislative Contestants 
Assembly 

wen Name Women Voters 
polled (%) 

Sr. 
womea 

o. state electors ta) 
() 

29207416 20871787 Andhra 2009 8.21 715 
50-45o) 

1727 
14971P 
&78643 
48 31 

25164746 

49.58) 
287422 

Pradesh 
Arunachal 2009 5.73 3.3 77.1 
Pradesh (49 88) 

6584353 
Assam 2011 8.66 L.1 749 

(47 619%) 
13875175 Bihar 2010 8.71 143 545 

147.74) 
6423948 Chhattisgarh 2013 8.42 8310855 

773 14 18) 
S1594 

5u 20o 

(49.09%) 
435725 2012 65 25 

846 (50.19 
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tuarat 2012 12613257 18148715 
(17.63o 
5967308 

69.5 
5.82 (45.970) 

4243222 2009 71. 
5.65 4549o) 

2234980 

(44.709) 
1702953 

Tmat 
Pradeh 2012 6 

7.41 (50.279) 
1823212 

(-I8. 50%) 
3097492 

(47.93 %) 
8513795 

10 alnme and i 
58.9 asair 2008 (45.94%) 

4642565 

4.95 

1 iharkhand 54.5 2009 (45.16) 
15057361 

7.18 (47.18%) 
amataka 21367912 70.2 

2013 (47.98%) 
9027923 

(38.90%) 

5.94 (48.91) 
12073117 

(52.02) 
13 Kerala 74.8 

2011 8.55 .0 

Madhya 22064402 15465338 70.1 14 
Pradesh 2013 7.74 (45.62%) 

20669389 
47.31%) 

15 Mabarzshira 2009 
36117261 57.2 

(45.59 %) 
7247 

5.93 . 
(47.54%) 
890886 81-4 16 Manipur 2012 .0 (51.86% 

671826 
5.38 (50.95%) 

759608 88.4 17 Meghala a 2013 7.25 50.78%) 
287676 

). 
(50.51 %) 
350333 82.1 18 Mizeram 2013 4.23 (50.71o 
590150 

(49.92%) 
538968 

(49.09%) 
91.3 

9 Nagaland 2013 1.07 (0.0 
(49.24o) 

13119010 8514722 64.9 
2009 10.02 4.8 (47.91%) 

6614316 
20 Odessa (48.24) 

8383335 78.9 
2012 8.63 12.0 (47.55%) 

14566391 
21 (47.199) 

19307320 
Punjab 

7.92 140 75 4 
2013 (47.15%) 

118598 
Rajasthan 47.29) 

143222 

2 

8.98 25 82 8 
23 Sikkim 2009 46.92%) 

18377708 
(49.82) 
1075622 

(47.65%) 
23408812 

2011 5.20 7.3 785 
Tamil Nadu (49.68 o) 

i157284 
2013 6.02 8.3 92.9

Tmpura (49.0706) 
3024346 

48.72) 5 

2060193 
26 arakhand 2012 7.99 (47.42%) (48.33%) 

68.1 

57232002 345003 16 
Uttar Pradesh 2012 8.52 60 

(44.89a) 
26748122 

(47.52%) 

(45.46%) 
22589207 
(47.37%) 
3466248 

West Bengal 2011 9.7128 

NCT ol 
2013 

5321572 
29 8.77 4.3 65. 

(43.98%) 
365161 

Delhi (44.58%) 
419890 

30 Pondicherry 2011 3.21 0.0 87.0 
(51.79) 

women candidates in the elections giving thenn 

proportionately much lesser presentation in t 

legislative bodies than their actual populatio 

strength. 

(52.26 %) 
Source: Election commission of India. 

In 2009 general election of state legislative 

assembly percentage of women contestant is not 
more than 10.02. In 2010 general election of state 

legislative 
contestant Is not more than 8.07. in 2012 genera 
election of state legislative assembly percentage of 

assembly percentage of women Role of Women's in indian Polities 

Indira Gandhi: indianstates oma 
centraB figure of the fudian National Congress She 

was the first and. o date, the only female Prne 

Minister of india. 

women contestant is not more than 8.63. In 2013 

general election of state legislative assembly 
percentage of women contestant is not more than 
871.Al political parties have attempted to build 
women organizations to secure their support and 
nake their organizations more expanded, but In 

feality they have filled much less propurtion o 

PratibhataiPatil: is an Indian poitictai wio 

sen ed as ihe 12h President of India from 200 to 
012. A member of the Indian National Congress 

47 
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Patil is the only woman to hole he e She previously served as the Cioveror ol Rlathan 
prominent B.AP leader 

asundhart was elected to 

the Rajasthan I egislatre Ascthmbiy in 1985, 

Sonia Gandhi: Sonia Gandhi's ieture as the Congress president has been the lomgest in its 
century-old history. She is also the eharnerson of the ruling United Progressive Alianee P 

Ambikasoni 
hikSoni 

has served as 

the inion Miniter o 
nformation and 

Broadeasting. Curret 
1enber of Parliament, 

Soni represents 
he stale o Punjab in the 

RajyaSabla. She wds 
1mirudticed to the Congress 

party by Indira Gandh: in 1969. She is also an 

old lamily acquata 
1ce el the yandhi family. 

SushmaSwaraj: seven times Member of 
Parlament and three times Member of the 

Legislative Assenmby, SushmaSwaraj, the BJP 
leader. is now the Union Minister O Extemal 
Affairs of lndia. She is the second woman to hold 

SupriyaSule: LokSabha MP SupriyaSule 

is the daughter Marath 
leader 

SharadPawar. She 

1S a iajor part ut the pey generafion of Indian 

politicians. It s beliuved by many 
that Supriya 

Will suceceed Pauar a ha Nationai Congress 

Party chiet 

this position after Indira Gandhi. 

Sheila Dikshit: was the Chief Minister of 

Deihi from 1998 to 2013. She is a senior member 
of the Congress party. Dikshit has led the national 

party to three consecutive electoral triu.mphs in the 

capitai. She became the govemor of Kerala on 11 

March 2014. 

Agatta 
Sangma:Daughrer 

of LokSabha 

speaker PA Sangma. Agatha Sangma is a tormer 

LokSabha member She hecame the youngest 

minister of state hen she took charge of the 

rural development iministry. She represented the 

Tora consiittueney 0 Meghalaya in the 2009 

parliameitary potis. 

Mamata Banerjee: the first woman Chief 

Minister of West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee, 

popularly known as Mamatadidi. dethroned the 

34-year-old left front government in the state. 

She was also the first woman tailway minister of Mira Kunar: former i.oksabha Speaker 

Najmatebduila: 
iormer Vice Chairman of 

the country. In 1997, she launched Trinamoo 

Congres, an anti-ieftist party. to consolidate her 

position in West Bengal 

Rajvasaom 
NirmalaSitarae:Delence Minister at present. 

SumitraMaiajan:l oksabha Speaker 

Jayalalitha: Late Tamil Nadu's Chief 

Conclusion: they had and have played 

prominent and decisie role in the politics of 

nmodern ndia, n ida Rumercus steps have been 

undertaken to provide constiutional sateguards and 

Minister Jayalalithaiayaram 
1s also the general 

A of India Anna 
secretary DravidaMunnetraKazhagam (AIADMK). She 

joined polities in 1982. In 1984. she became a 

RajyaSabha MP.
nstitutiotal tramework for activities for women 

welfare. The 3evemment of india has deciared the 

Mayawati: is the most powertul dalit 
year 200 as year tor the Empowerment of 

Wonen. but the struggle iO reach this stage has 

been long. The last 20 vearsotpanchayatraj in india 

have seen omen 0 from strength to strength n 

terms of their political participation. 

leader in India. Four times chtef minister of Utar 

Pradesh, she belongs to the Jatav caste. which is 

at the upper end ol the scheduled castes and 

communities. Her powerful niluence over UP'Ss 

political spectrum has been revered by all the 

political leaders of the country and the generall Referenees: 

public. 

VasundharaRajeScindia: 

Chief 
Rajasthan's 

Minister 

. YOg.tom 
Www.wikipedin.com 

www.redi!fmmail.com 

first Woman 4 lecthon commision of ndra. Report2014 

P'oiticl purticpatio1 and representalion of women 

Fi indian poltics Shateqquakhurshid ( Article) 

Women's Lmpowerment through political participation 

in India- Kuldeepladia( Article) 

Vasundhara RajeScindia is one of the most 

female politicians India. 
powertul 
VasundharaRaje was introduced to active politics 

by her mother V1jayraje Scindia, who was a 
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